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3. General information of the two major English translations

3.1 The corpora
Table 1 Statistics of the two translations of Hong Lou Meng
H&M's version Yangs® version
tokens 840.148 640.130
types 21,328 16.780
type/token ratio 2.54 2.62
standardised type/token ratio 42.60 43.57
mean word length 4.21 4.18
number of sentences 50.891 44.039
mean sentence length 16.51 14.54
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* 3.2 Distribution of the twelve hairpins through the story
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Figure 1. Presence of the twelve hairpins in H&M's version
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The application of the corpus approach in the analysis of the
two translations of Hong Lou Meng does help us detect some
differences between the two versions. But it does not mean
that there should be a right-or-wrong judgment made here.

Whatever decisions are made by the two translator groups, it is
suggested both translations are successful in reproducing the
story in the English language because they tell the same story
in two different ways.
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